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On behalf of the Young Bankers Division Board of Directors, I would like to invite you 
to join us in Greensboro, GA for our annual conference, which will be held at The 
Ritz-Carlton Reynolds, Lake Oconee, March 6-8, 2020. This is the premier-networking 
event for emerging leaders in the banking industry. The purpose of the conference  
is multi-fold: to promote leadership development, enhance career knowledge and 
development and create business development and networking opportunities. 

Places like Lake Oconee are rare. Its beauty and authenticity are self-evident, yet 
unknown to the masses. While it may seem rustic and remote to some, those are the 
very qualities cherished by those who experience it. Set along the waterfront just 
outside of Atlanta, Georgia, the resort offers five-star amenities, natural beauty and 
a quiet escape from everyday life.

I am very pleased that the Young Bankers Division can present a conference with  
a diverse and varied array of speakers able to talk on a range of important topics.  
I am confident you will have time to network with your peers, gather essential  
industry information, develop business leads and build new relationships that will 
prove to be meaningful for both you and your respective companies in our rapidly 
changing industry.

If you have emerging leaders in your organization who can benefit from hearing 
from  dynamic speakers and industry experts—or if you are an emerging leader 
clamoring for an opportunity to meet and learn from the best of the best—don’t  
miss the SCBA’S Young Bankers Division Annual Conference!

           — Elizabeth S. “Betsy” Steifle, Bank of Travelers Rest; Chair-Young Bankers Division

Invitation
C H A I R M A N ’ S
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Agenda
2 0 2 0  Y O U N G  B A N K E R S  D I V I S I O N  A N N U A L  C O N F E R E N C E 

FRIDAY, MARCH 6, 2020
1:00 p.m. – 2:45 p.m.  Registration

2:45 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Business Session

6:15 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.  Reception

Dinner on your own

(It is strongly suggested to make your reservations as soon as you register with the SCBA)

SATURDAY, MARCH 7, 2020
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.  Prayer Breakfast (prior registration required)

9:15 a.m. – Noon  Business Session

Noon – 7:00 p.m.  Afternoon Free or Select from Special 

 Events below (prior registration required) 
 • “Garden to Glass”
 • Sporting Clays Outing 

7:00 p.m. Cocktails

7:30 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. Dinner and “Great Gatsby” 

 Casino Night 

SUNDAY, MARCH 8, 2020
11:00 a.m.  Checkout

For Saturday evening, come dressed in 
your best Roaring 20’s attire for a Great 
Gatsby Casino Night. Glitz and glamour, 
fritz and frills, flappers and fedoras, you 
don’t want to miss the fun!



Thank You
T O  O U R  S P O N S O R S
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PLATINUM SPONSOR

SAPPHIRE SPONSORS

GOLD SPONSORS
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SILVER SPONSORS



Speakers
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JANTZEN N.  “J .”  BLACKMON
“Shining a Bit of Light on the Dark Web; Where Banking and 
Modern Criminal Activities Collide” 

Special Agent J. Blackmon joined Homeland Security Investigations in 2007, in the Financial 
Group in Atlanta, GA. Since 2013, J. has been assigned to Greenville, SC. J. has primarily 
focused his career on financial investigations, and his casework involves money laundering, 
narcotics smuggling, illicit proceeds, gambling operations, synthetic drugs, Unlicensed Money 
Remitters, Black Market Peso Exchanges, bulk cash smuggling, T-iii wire investigations and 
Certified Undercover Ops. J. is currently assigned to a super secret government lab in the DC 
area where his primary function is to be the Big, Dumb Agent filter for a bunch of folks way 
smarter than himself. Before this, J. worked for a great lil bank called Wachovia.

J’s largest single forfeiture (to date) has been $4.88 million in cash and accounts million, plus 
another $5 million in real property, which was made during a synthetic drug case. J’s largest 
BitCoin forfeiture (to date) has been $983,000.00, during a dark web MDMA investigation. 

J. holds a Bachelor’s and a Master’s, both from the University of South Carolina (Go 
GAMECOCKS!). J. likes fast, old cars and slow, new cars.  J. also has a wife, a son, a dog and a 
kayak, and his idea of a perfect day is when all these things come together in the sun. 

DAVID “DAVE” DEFAZIO
“The Amazon Prime Effect” 

Dave DeFazio is a partner at StrategyCorps and works with bank clients to design, build and 
implement a variety of checking, marketing and training programs. His extensive financial 
services experience and continuous research in the field ensures each product and service 
meets the needs of today’s retail bankers.
 
As partner, he develops consumer sites and mobile apps that deliver value to bank customers 
as well as analysis tools that allow clients to have a deeper understanding of customer 
relationships and product profitability. He has spoken at conferences nationwide about  
insight and research on innovations in financial technology, retail banking and other tactics of 
today’s best retailer marketers. Dave received his B.A. in Economics and Mathematics from 
Ohio Wesleyan University.



Speakers
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JAMES J.  “J IM” EDWARDS,  JR.
“Shaping the Next Generation of Banking Leaders” 

Jim Edwards is CEO of United Bank, a $1.4 billion community bank operating 18 locations in 11
contiguous Central Georgia counties. The bank traces its roots back to the founding of The 
Bank of Zebulon over 110 years ago, and Jim is proud to be part of the third generation of  
his family to run the company. In addition to traditional banking services, United Bank also 
operates mortgage and wealth management lines of business.
 
Jim has been actively involved in the banking industry at both the state and national level  
over the past 25 years. Jim is currently vice chairman of the American Bankers Association and 
also serves on the FDIC Advisory Committee on Community Banking. He was chairman of the 
Georgia Bankers Association in 2013 and chaired its Leadership Section in 2000. He also led 
ABA’s Community Bankers Council in 2016.
 
Committed to building the communities United Bank serves, Jim is currently vice chairman of 
Upson Regional Medical Center. He is also past chairman of the Thomaston/Upson Chamber 
of Commerce and the Thomaston/Upson Development Authority.
 
Jim received his bachelor’s degree from Emory University, an MBA from the University of Virginia 
and is a graduate of ABA’s Stonier Graduate School of Banking. He and his wife, Dr. Laura 
Edwards, have three grown children and live in Forsyth, Georgia.

DALE S.  SHELLER
“Economic and Fed Update” 
 
Dale Sheller is Senior Vice President in the Financial Strategies Group at The Baker Group.  
He joined the firm in 2015 after spending six years as a bank examiner with the Federal  
Deposit Insurance Corporation. Sheller holds a bachelor’s degree in finance and a master’s 
degree in business administration from Oklahoma State University. He works with clients on 
interest rate risk management, liquidity risk management, and regulatory issues. 



Speakers
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER
PATRICK CLEBURNE “CLEBE” MCCLARY I I I
“Giving What It Takes” 

Patrick Cleburne, “Clebe” McClary, III was raised on a plantation in South Carolina. He grew up 
hunting, fishing, and excelling in sports. Clebe had it all. He won scholarships, set state records 
for athletic achievements, taught Sunday School in his home of Florence, South Carolina. He 
married the prettiest cheerleader in his high school.

Then, at the height of the fighting in Vietnam, he joined the Marine Corps. After officer’s training 
school, Lt.Clebe McClary was sent to war. And just after midnight on March 3rd, 1968, his life 
was shattered.

On Hill 146, deep in “Indian country,” Clebe and his men were caught in a firefight. In the initial 
enemy attack, a satchel charge severed his left arm.Despite his wound, he continued to fight. 
Seeing a grenade hurtling toward him, he threw up his right hand to protect his face. When the 
grenade exploded, his left eye was torn from its socket, both eardrums burst and his right hand 
was mutilated.

Though disoriented and while exposed to enemy fire, McClary inspired his Marines by running 
between fighting positions to redirect their fire. He was struck by another grenade explosion 
that mutilated his legs. Bleeding profusely, he retrieved the radio to call artillery and air strikes.

His Marines held on forcing the enemy troops to pull back. Before the enemy could mount 
another assault, a chopper arrived to carry Clebe and his men to safety. For his actions, 
McClary was awarded the Silver Star, the Bronze Star and three Purple Hearts.

Clebe spent the next two and one-half years in hospitals and rehabilitation. He underwent 
thirty-four operations and countless hours of therapy to rebuild his shattered body. He 
persevered. And he more than recovered. 

Clebe McClary has since dedicated himself to sharing his story and his faith — “serving in  
the Lord’s Army”, as he says — to inspire others. He presents his philosophy on leadership, 
commitment, and discipline in a motivational program he calls PATCH: Positive Attitude  
That Characterizes Hope. He has spoken to corporate giants, professional athletes, students, 
soldiers and church groups. He has written a book, Living Proof, and he is the subject of a 
documentary film, Portrait of An American Hero.



HOTEL RESERVATIONS
The SCBA is no longer responsible for making your hotel reservation. After completing this 
event registration, you will receive a confirmation email with a web link to make your 
accommodations with The Ritz-Carlton Reynolds, Lake Oconee. A group rate of $229++ per 
night has been negotiated for the Young Bankers Division Annual Conference. Reservation 
requests must be received by The Ritz-Carlton Reynolds, Lake Oconee by February 7, 2020. 
Should the room block become full before February 7 or should the reservation request be 
made after February 7, reservations will be accepted on a space and rate availability basis.  
It is not uncommon for a group room block to become full prior to the deadline date; we 
encourage you to make your reservations as early as possible. The hotel will make every effort 
to honor specific preferences such as location, connecting rooms and bedding preferences, 
etc. All reservations must be accompanied by first night room deposit based upon your 
preferred accommodations. Deposits are refundable if cancelled seven days prior to arrival. 
Failure to arrive on the scheduled date will result in cancellation of your reservation and a 
forfeiture of your deposit. Failure to notify the hotel of an early departure prior to check-in will 
result in the loss of your deposit. Check-in time is after 4 p.m. and check-out time is 11:00 a.m.

CONVENTION REGISTRATION
Included on the conference registration form, is the registration for, the Prayer Breakfast, 
“Garden to Glass” special event and Sporting Clays Outing. The registration fee of $490  
per banker/associate member and $290 per spouse/guest includes admission to all business 
sessions and events except for the aforementioned prayer breakfast, “Garden to Glass” and 
Sporting Clays Outing. For your convenience, you may register online for the convention. 
Deadline to submit all registration material is January 29, 2020.

CONFERENCE ATTIRE
Attire for the business sessions is business casual. For Friday evening, please dress appropriately 
for your dinner reservations. For Saturday evening, come dressed in your best Roaring 20’s 
attire for a Great Gatsby Casino Night. Glitz and glamour, fritz and frills, flappers and fedoras, 
you don’t want to miss the fun!

REFUNDS
There will be no refund of registration fees after 12 p.m. on Friday, February 28, 2020. If you 
have extenuating circumstances, please notify Carolyn Bradley immediately.  

QUESTIONS?
Please contact Carolyn L. Bradley, (803) 779-0850, carolynbradley@scbankers.org. Also, visit 
www.scbankers.org for more information or to register online.

Information
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Building a strong network and cultivating relationships is equally as important as the 
educational components of this Conference. Lake Oconee offers plenty of dining, 
shopping, dining, historical, and recreational adventures to suit anyone’s taste and 
has numerous attractions. The SCBA has planned special events for Conference 
participants to attend, or you may wish to just sit back, relax and enjoy the natural, 
peaceful beauty of the resort.  

PRAYER BREAKFAST  |  8:00am – 9:00am
Martine Helou, Executive Director of Palmetto Foundation for Prevention 
and Recovery
“More Than A Banker”

Martine came to the Palmetto Foundation after a successful tenure as the Community 
Relations and Correspondence Director at the Greenville County Sheriff’s Office. While with 
the county, Martine created the VOICE program for middle school-aged adolescents, which 
focused on the early prevention of opioid abuse. The program fostered proactive collaboration 
between the sheriff’s office and area school districts, FBI and DEA personnel, and local 
addiction treatment and recovery providers. VOICE received state and national attention for 
its signature approach to confronting the opioid epidemic in Greenville County. 
 
Today, the Palmetto Foundation provides the framework and support to successfully implement 
Martine’s unique substance abuse and addiction methodology across South Carolina. The 
approach is making an impact, helping prevent and/or overcome the devastating effects of 
substance abuse among youth, especially opiate addiction. Martine also developed an 
outreach program in partnership with first responders that was launched in Greenville County 
as a Palmetto Foundation initiative. 
 
Martine is an alumna of Furman University, and has two sons who share her Lebanese-American 
heritage. After living and working all over the world, she brings more than 25 years of 
professional experience in communications, public relations, sales and marketing to the 
Palmetto Foundation – as well as her passionate dedication to its mission. Prior registration is 
required. Space is limited. $50 per person.

GARDEN TO GLASS  |  2:00pm – 3:30pm
Inspired by the craft cocktail craze sweeping the nation and highlighting fresh locally  
grown ingredients, this activity will teach expert tips on creating classic cocktails, and then 
assist participants with creating a twist on those same classics. The master mixologist will walk 
participants through the three key ingredients to all great cocktails, the perfect taste, a 
scintillating name, and a little touch of flair. As the event comes to a close, the group will  
be divided into teams and will have the opportunity to create their own “classic cocktail.” 
A panel of judges will taste the delicious creations and judge on creativity, taste, and “flair.” 
Participants will be given custom menus to take home to commemorate the event. Prior 
registration is required. Space is limited. $150 per person.

Special Events
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GOLF  |  On Your Own
Amid towering Georgia oak trees, flowering dogwoods, fragrant 
magnolias and the sparkling Lake Oconee, this resort offers a golf 
experience unlike any other. Designed by renowned architects  
Rees Jones, Tom Fazio, Bob Cupp and Jack Nicklaus, the five 
championship courses offer 99 holes of play, each using nature to 
challenge and inspire. To enhance your golf experience this year,  
we have decided to let you choose how you would like to play. 

COURSES
Preserve Course: $160+/player  •  Approx. 5 minutes by vehicle
Landing Course: $160+/player  •  Approx. 5 minutes by vehicle
National Course:  $180+/player  •  Approx. 8 minutes by vehicle
Oconee Course*: $200+/player • Onsite within walking distance  
           from Ritz Carlton          
Great Waters
Course*: $330+/player  •  Approx. 20 minutes by vehicle

*Caddie Services – Forecaddie is included in the experience at The 
Oconee and Great Waters golf courses. Optional Caddie services 
are available at The National, The Landing and The Preserve with 72 
hours advance notice. Caddie rates do not include tax and gratuity.  

Information about all five courses can be found on The Ritz-Carlton’s 
website. The SCBA is NOT hosting an outing, so should you wish to  
play or put a group together, please contact the The Ritz-Carlton at 
(706) 467-1587 or email sporting@reynoldslakeoconee.com. You must 
have registered for the conference and have received a confirmation 
number from the resort in order to reserve a golf tee time. Tee times  
will be available after 12:15 p.m. on Saturday, March 7. 

SPORTING CLAYS OUTING  |  2:00pm – 5:30pm
Designed to emulate the unpredictable and challenging nature of a 
classic British shoot, the twenty-station Sporting Clays Course capitalizes 
on the natural topography of the land and winds its way through the 
rolling terrain of the woodlands and mature trees, across spring-fed 
ponds, inside forest thickets, and through a century-old Pecan orchard. 

The Sporting Clays Course launches non-toxic, biodegradable clays at 
a variety of speeds, trajectories, angles, elevations and distances. 
Using Promatic International, the leading manufacturer of shooting 
machinery and equipment based in England, the course is easily 
adjustable and can be set up to challenge and entertain all caliber of 
shooters, from novice to professional. Upon arrival, our team will greet 
you and outfit you with safety equipment, hearing and eye protection, 
and shooting vests. Next, you will be matched with a Beretta shotgun 
and introduced to a Sporting Grounds Guide who will accompany 
each group through the course via an off-road, all-terrain buggy. You 
will have the opportunity to experience six of the twenty Sporting  
Clays Stations with a friendly finale; teams of five shooting at a Flurry of 
targets. Prior registration is required. Space is limited. $215 per person.
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MAIN REGISTRANT ($490) 

FULL NAME:______________________________________________________ NICK NAME:_________________________________

m PRAYER BREAKFAST ($50)          m GARDEN TO GLASS ($150)          m SPORTING CLAYS OUTING ($215)

SPOUSE/GUEST ($290) 

FULL NAME:______________________________________________________ NICK NAME:_________________________________

m PRAYER BREAKFAST ($50)          m GARDEN TO GLASS ($150)          m SPORTING CLAYS OUTING ($215)

MAIN REGISTRANT’S 

ORGANIZATION:_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MAILING ADDRESS:__________________________________________ CITY/STATE/ZIP:____________________________________

PHONE:_____________________________________________________ EMAIL:___________________________________________

METHOD OF PAYMENT

m CHECK—PLEASE MAKE PAYABLE TO SCBA          m VISA          m MASTERCARD          m DISCOVER          m AMERICAN EXPRESS

CREDIT CARD #                   EXP. DATE                         V-CODE (LAST 3 DIGITS)

SIGNATURE                   DATE          BILLING ZIP CODE

NOTE: Images captured at this event may be used to market next year’s event, in the SCBA’s Palmetto Banker magazine and/or on social 
media. I consent to the use of images that may contain my likeness for promotional purposes.

If you have questions, please contact SCBA Senior Vice President Carolyn 
Laffitte Bradley at 803.779.0850 or by email at carolynbradley@scbankers.org. 
Should you need to cancel, PLEASE CONTACT SCBA at 803.779.0850. SCBA
registration fees will NOT be refunded after 12pm on Friday, March 1, 2020.
The deadline to register is January 29, 2020. Substitutions are allowed. 

P.O. Box 1483
Columbia, S.C. 29202-1483
Phone: 803.779.0850
Fax: 803.779.0890

HOW TO REGISTER

MAIL TO:
SCBA
P.O. Box 1483
Columbia, SC 29202-1483

FAX TO: 
SCBA
803.779.0890

INTERNET: 
www.scbankers.org
go to “Education 
and Events”

Annual Conference
2 0 2 0  Y O U N G  B A N K E R S  D I V I S I O N 

MARCH 6-8, 2020
The Ritz-Carlton Reynolds, Lake Oconee  |  Greensboro, GA

Deadline to Register is January 29, 2020

EVENT FEE SUBTOTAL:

$

$

$

TOTAL:

PLEASE LIST ANY FOOD ALLERGIES OR DIETARY RESTRICTIONS

PLEASE LIST ANY SPECIAL NEEDS OR ACCOMODATIONS

HOTEL RESERVATIONS: The SCBA is no longer responsible for making your hotel reservation. After completing this event registration, you  
will receive a confirmation email with a web link to make your accommodations with The Ritz-Carlton Reynolds, Lake Oconee. A group rate 
of $229++ per night has been negotiated for the Young Bankers Division Annual Conference. Reservation requests must be received by  
The Ritz-Carlton Reynolds, Lake Oconee by February 7, 2020. Should the room block become full before February 7 or should the reservation 
request be made after February 7, reservations will be accepted on a space and rate availability basis. It is not uncommon for a group room 
block to become full prior to the deadline date; we encourage you to make your reservations as early as possible. 

TOTAL: $_____________
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