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BUT I already give directly to the candidates and 
party of my choice...
Great! You should continue to contribute to the candidates 
and party of your choice. But you should also give to SCBA 
BankPAC. SCBA BankPAC represents the unified voice of  
the banking industry in South Carolina. By contributing to 
SCBA BankPAC you have the opportunity not only to make 
an impact locally, but you also have a statewide and 
national impact on the election of candidates who will 
shape legislation that affects the banking industry and 
your daily workplace.

BUT you give to a political party I do not 
support...
SCBA BankPAC is a non-partisan political action committee, 
and its members are active in both political parties. SCBA 
BankPAC is nonpartisan in its selection of candidates to 
support. Party labels are not considered. SCBA BankPAC 
focuses solely on supporting quality candidates who will 
stand by banking interests and promote a positive business 
climate in South Carolina.

BUT I don’t like what PACs stand for...
PACs offer a legitimate way for bank officers, directors, and 
employees to support candidates who understand and 
share our industry’s perspective and concerns on issues, or  
at the very least are receptive to our views. Many may  
find politics distasteful, but what is more distasteful is what 
can happen to you in politics if you don’t get involved. 
Politics is like football; the game is won or lost on the field, 
not the sidelines.

BUT why does BankPAC need me, I am only one 
person...
We are all in this together! It does not matter if you are a 
senior officer, a director, or a teller; your participation makes 
a difference. If you benefit from the banking industry in South 
Carolina, you have something to lose if damaging laws are 
passed and much to gain when pro-banking laws are  
passed. It takes each one of us doing our part. This is not a 
time for solos; we need a choir to make our voices heard.

BUT my bank already pays dues, why do you 
need more money from me...
Election laws prohibit the use of membership dues for 
contributions to political candidates. Funds for contributions 
to candidates must be raised separately from a bank’s 
membership dues.

How much should I give to SCBA BankPAC
The following individual contribution guidelines are only 
suggestions! A donation in any amount is greatly appreciated. 
In the end, the most important part of this process is 
participation. We are hoping for 100% participation in our 
industry, and that means everyone working together to 
make a difference!

SUGGESTED CONTRIBUTION GUIDELINES*

 CEO/President/Chairman ................................. $200-$500
 Board of Directors ............................................... $100-$200
 Senior Officers ..................................................... $100-$200
 Asst. Vice Pres./Branch Mgr. .............................. $50-$100
 Junior Officers ...................................................... $25-$50
 Other Employees ................................................ $10-$25

President’s Club 
Anyone personally contributing $500 or more to either PAC  
is recognized as a member of the President’s Club and 
acknowledged for their participation in the SCBA Palmetto 
Banker magazine and the BankPAC Honor Roll distributed  
to every elected official who receives a contribution.

A bank’s “fair share” contribution is determined by a formula 
based on an institution’s total deposits computed by the 
chart below.

BANK’S “FAIR SHARE” CONTRIBUTION
 Deposit Size                                                 Fair Share Amt. 
 $1.5 billion and above ....................................... $5,000
 $750 million–$1.5 billion ....................................... $3,500
 $500 million–$750 million ..................................... $2,700
 $375 million–$500 million ..................................... $2,000
 $300 million–$375 million ..................................... $1,600
 $200 million–$300 million ..................................... $1,100
 $100 million–$200 million ..................................... $800
 $50 million–$100 million ....................................... $550
 $50 million and below ........................................ $450

Can a bank holding company make a corporate 
contribution?
Yes, but depends. Bank holding companies, regardless of 
how their subsidiary banks are chartered, can legally make 
corporate contributions to the SCBA State PAC. Corporate 
contributions to the SCBA Federal PAC are prohibited by 
federal law.

Where does the money go?
The State PAC provides direct campaign support to 
candidates for the South Carolina Legislature and to 
candidates for state constitutional officers. The Federal 
BankPAC provides campaign support to candidates for 
Congress.

How are SCBA BankPAC funds distributed?
South Carolina bankers on the BankPAC Committee rely 
on recommendations and makes contributions to state 
candidates based upon their voting records, committee 
assignments and leadership positions. Federal candidates 
receive contributions to the South Carolina congressional 
delegation are determined with input from the SCBA 
BankPAC Committee and the SCBA staff.

Why should you contribute?
As a banker, you are in a business that depends largely 
on decisions made by elected officials. SCBA BankPAC 
provides bankers with opportunities to support candidates 
who understand and appreciate banker concerns. PAC 
contributions enable SCBA staff and bankers to have  
direct contact with legislators.

*All contributions are voluntary. No form of coercion may be used to solicit contributions. A suggested contribution is just that, a suggestion.
No employee shall be favored, disadvantaged, or retaliated against based on their contribution or their decision not to contribute.

Contribution checks should be made payable to “SCBA BankPAC”. Please include your name and address with your 
contribution. Federal law requires that we report the name, address, occupation and employer of 

individuals whose contributions exceed $200.00 aggregate in a calendar year.
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