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T H E O M N I G R O V E PA R K I N N , A S H E V I L L E , N C

CHAIR’S

Invitation 2021
It is my pleasure to serve as Chair of the SCBA’s Young Bankers Division, and I hope
you will join us for our annual conference at The Omni Grove Park Inn in Asheville, NC,
March 19-21, 2021. Our conference last year was the last big in-person event hosted
by the SCBA. Another casualty of the pandemic has been our inability to get together
as a group. The interaction with peer bankers and associates throughout the state is
a huge benefit to all of those who participate. Of course, we have an excellent slate
of speakers discussing relevant, important and timely topics. Our conference helps
promote professional development, creates an opportunity to get together with old
friends and make new ones, and helps us all become better bankers and stewards
of the banking industry.
Please join us in March for this exciting event.

— Allison B. Cranford, TD Bank, N.A., Chair, Young Bankers Division

2021 YOUNG BANKERS DIVISION ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Agenda

FRIDAY, MARCH 19, 2021
1:00 p.m. – 2:45 p.m.
2:45 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
6:15 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.

Registration
Business Session
Welcome Reception

Dinner on your own
(It is strongly suggested to make your reservations as soon as you register with the SCBA)

SATURDAY, MARCH 20, 2021
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
9:15 a.m. – Noon
Noon – 7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Prayer Breakfast (prior registration required)
Business Session
Afternoon Free for Vendor Relations, 		
Relaxing or an Activity of your Choice.
Cocktails

7:30 p.m. – 11:00 p.m.

Dinner and Dancing to “Diverse Groove”

SUNDAY, MARCH 21, 2021
11:00 a.m.

Checkout
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Speakers

JAMES A. BENNETT
James A. Bennett is the South Carolina Mid-South Area Executive Vice President of First Citizens Bank.
As Area Executive, Bennett is responsible for meeting the financial objectives for an established
geographic area. In addition, he leads branch, business, and commercial banking teams to
meet sales goals, mitigate risks and provide outstanding client service. His area of responsibility is
comprised of over $1 Billion in deposits and $2 Billion in loans. Prior to his current role, Mr. Bennett
was Executive Vice President and Director of Public Affairs, First Citizens Bank; President and CEO,
South Carolina Community Bank; head of Community Banking Group division, First Citizens Bank; and
President, Victory Savings Bank.
Mr. Bennett was born in Washington, D.C., and moved to Cheraw, S.C., shortly thereafter. He has been
a South Carolina Resident for more than 50 years. He earned a Bachelor’s degree in political science
from the University of South Carolina and is a graduate of the South Carolina Bankers School. Bennett
was the first African-American to receive the Outstanding Young Banker Award from the South
Carolina Bankers Association (1998). His Gubernatorial Appointments include the Governor’s PASS
Commission, Education Oversight Committee, S.C. State Ports Authority and Governor’s School of the
Arts Foundation. Bennett serves as a board member for Dominion Energy and Prisma Health. He also
serves as Vice Chair, University of South Carolina Educational Foundation; Chair, South Carolina
Bankers Association; Vice Chair, Midlands Business Leadership Group; as well as former Chairman,
Claflin University Board of Trustees. In addition, Bennett has been actively involved in the Columbia
Urban League for more than 25 years and served as league chairman for two terms.

MICHAEL P. CORSO
Mr. Corso’s responsibilities at Hovde include evaluating financial and strategic options of financial
institutions, including mergers and acquisition and capital raising transactions, as well as providing
strategic advisory solutions to banks and thrifts across the Southeast. Mr. Corso has over 15 years of
experience in the financial services industry, having worked directly with many banking and financial
executives on evaluating and implementing strategic advisory and financial solutions, including
balance sheet management, credit, and capital raising solutions. In addition to transactional work,
Mr. Corso provides clients with strategic advisory services, functioning as primary resource in structuring
and implementing complex merger and capital markets transactions. Prior to joining Hovde, Mr.
Corso worked for Kimberlite Group in New York, where he was a Director in their financial institutions
group covering community banks and specialty finance companies. Prior to joining Kimberlite, he
was a Vice President at Ranieri Partners, an alternative investment platform established to capitalize
on pricing anomalies and market dislocation across distressed sectors, focusing primarily on the
financial services sector. Before joining Ranieri Partners, he worked at Sandler O’Neill & Partners, a fullservice investment banking firm and broker dealer focused on community and regional banks. A
native of Pinehurst, North Carolina, Michael received his B.S. in Business Administration from The
Citadel, The Military College of South Carolina, and an MBA from the Terry College of Business at
the University of Georgia. He is also a Chartered Alternative Investment Analyst. Mr. Corso is also
licensed with the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority as a registered representative and holds the
following licenses: Series 7, 24, 63, and 79. Mr. Corso is married with two children, and resides in
Charlotte, North Carolina.
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Speakers

THE HONORABLE JAMES H. “JIM” HODGES
Governor Hodges is President and Chief Executive Officer of McGuireWoods Consulting LLC and a
partner with McGuireWoods LLP. He advises clients on energy, healthcare, education, economic
development, and other issues, dividing his time between Washington, D.C., and Columbia, S.C.
Governor Hodges provides strategic and policy advice to a wide range of clients dealing with issues
with the nation’s governors and state-level cabinet agencies. He has assisted clients on matters in
all 50 states, and regularly works with clients having matters at the National Governors Association,
Democratic Governors Association, Democratic Attorneys General Association, and National
Association of Insurance Commissioners. He served as a national co-chair of the Obama for
President Campaign in 2008, and regularly advises political and business leaders on a wide range
of state, regional and national policy issues.
As governor of South Carolina, he led efforts to improve the state’s education system, including
establishing the education lottery that is credited with providing more than 100,000 scholarships. He
is also responsible for funding “First Steps,” a public-private preschool readiness program. Under his
leadership, the South Carolina Department of Commerce achieved record breaking economic
development results. Prior to joining McGuireWoods Consulting in 2009, he was the CEO of Hodges
Consulting, a business, government relations, and economic development consulting firm.
Jim received an honorary doctorate degree from the University of South Carolina, South Carolina
State University, The Citadel, Winthrop University and Francis Marion University. While earning his law
degree at the University of South Carolina, he was a member of the mock trial team and received
the Compleat Lawyer Silver Medallion. As an undergraduate, he was named Outstanding Senior
in Economics.

WALTER B. TODD, III
Walter B. Todd, III is President and Chief Investment Officer of Greenwood Capital, one of the largest
independent registered investment advisory firms headquartered in South Carolina, with more than
$1.3 billion in assets under management. Mr. Todd oversees Greenwood Capital’s disciplined
top-down macro-economic investment philosophy and its highly experienced Investment Team,
delivering a diverse offering of ETF Asset Allocation Strategies, as well as traditional Equity and Fixed
Income Investment Strategies.
Mr. Todd has over 25 years of experience in the financial industry and joined Greenwood Capital in
2002. Prior to joining Greenwood Capital, he served as an Investment Banking Associate at Lehman
Brothers Global Real Estate Group in New York. He has also worked as an analyst for First Union
Capital Markets Group in Charlotte, NC. Mr. Todd received his undergraduate degree in Business
Administration from Washington & Lee University, where, upon graduation, he was awarded a
Fulbright Scholarship. Mr. Todd earned his M.B.A. in Finance from The Wharton School – University of
Pennsylvania, where he graduated as a Palmer Scholar in May 1999. He is regularly featured on
Bloomberg, Bloomberg Radio, CNBC, and BBC, as well as quoted through Reuters, the Associated
Press, Bloomberg and other national and international print, radio and television outlets.
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Speakers

ANDRÉ KENNEBREW
André has been working at Chick-fil-A for over 14 years. He currently serves as a Principal Program
Lead with Chick-fil-A’s Leadership Development Program. André’s role at Chick-fil-A has been
focused on selecting Franchise-Operators and Chick-fil-A Support Center Staff. He estimates that
he has conducted over 7,500 Interviews in his career.
André Kennebrew is known most for two things.
First, André has a unique ability to Recruit and Select Top Talent for Chick-fil-A. Secondly, André is a
great developer of young talent. In addition, André supports the growth of small businesses, non-profit
organizations, and college and universities in advancing their mission by providing Leadership,
Coaching and Interview training.
He has taught Leadership principles in Belarus, Kenya, and locally in several US churches. He has held
interview classes at several colleges and universities to prepare students for life after education.
André is a highly sought-after mentor for millennials and the GEN Z generations.
His passions include providing life and career coaching for millennials and spending time with his
family. He is affectionately called “Coach Kennebrew.”
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Information
HOTEL RESERVATIONS
SCBA is not responsible for making your hotel reservation. After completing this event registration form OR completing
online, you will receive a confirmation email with a web link to make your accommodations with The Omni Grove
Park Inn. A group rate of $209 per night has been negotiated (three days prior and three days post meeting based
on availability). Rates do not include state and local taxes, fees and assessments currently, 13% plus $18 resort charge.
Reservation requests must be received by The Omni Grove Park Inn by February 8, 2021. Should the room block
become full before February 8, or should the reservation request be made after February, 8, reservations will be
accepted on a first come first serve basis, based on availability at the transient rates. It is not uncommon for a group
room block to become full prior to the deadline date; we encourage you to make your reservations as early as
possible. The hotel will make every effort to honor specific preferences such as location, connecting rooms and
bedding preferences. All reservations must be guaranteed by a major credit card supplied at the time of reservation,
by first night room deposit based upon your preferred accommodations.
Any guaranteed reservation not cancelled seven days (7 days) prior to arrival will be subject to one night room
and tax cancellation fee. Any reservations that fail to arrive on the scheduled arrival date will be considered
No-Shows and a charge of one nights room and tax will be posted to the individual Attendee’s credit card on file.
Check-in time is after 4:00 p.m. and check-out time is 11:00 a.m.

CONVENTION REGISTRATION
Included on the conference registration form is also the registration for the Prayer Breakfast. The registration fee of
$495 per banker/associate member and $320 per spouse/guest includes admission to all business sessions and events
except for the aforementioned prayer breakfast. For your convenience, you may register online for the convention.
Deadline to submit all registration material is February 8, 2021.

CONFERENCE ATTIRE
Attire for the business sessions is business casual. For Friday evening, please dress appropriately for your dinner
reservations. For Saturday evening, come dressed to boogie to the beats of “Diverse Groove!”

REFUNDS
There will be no refund of registration fees after 12 p.m. on Friday, March 12, 2021. If you have extenuating
circumstances, please notify Caroline Snijders at csnijders@scbankers.org immediately.

QUESTIONS?
Please contact Carolyn L. Bradley, (803) 779-0850, carolynbradley@scbankers.org. Also, visit www.scbankers.org for
more information or to register online.
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Special Events
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PRAYER BREAKFAST | 8:00am – 9:00am
Prior registration is required. Space is limited. $50 per person.

DR. MILT LOWDER
Milt Lowder, Ph.D. is the Founder and CEO of Amplos, a performance psychology practice whose
primary focus is to enhance and optimize people, teams, and organizations. Dr. Lowder, a 1994
graduate of Clemson University, completed his Ph.D. in Counseling Psychology with a concentration
in Organizational Development from the University of Kentucky. Since 2005, he has also served
as the Sport Psychologist for the Clemson University Athletic Department, where he works with studentathletes, teams, and coaches to improve their performance and help them be their best, on and
off the field. He primarily works with Football, Men’s Basketball, Men’s Soccer, and Men’s golf and
has created a monthly Leadership Academy for all of the Head Coaches. Coach Swinney stated,
“Milt has done an excellent job in performing his role for our team and has been an integral
part of our success since 2009.”
Whether speaking, coaching, or consulting, Dr. Lowder challenges others to become better leaders,
and better people, at work, at home, in their community, and for the people that matter most to
them. He helps his clients narrow the gap between who they are and who they want to be. This is
achieved by raising their awareness, calling them to meaningful action, and learning to hold
themselves accountable to what they believe.
Dr. Lowder is married with three children and lives in Greenville, SC. He enjoys spending quality time
with his family, being a part of Clemson University, and spending time outdoors.
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Building a strong network and cultivating relationships is equally as important as the educational
components of this conference. Asheville offers plenty of dining, shopping, historical and recreational
adventures to suit anyone’s taste and has numerous attractions. The SCBA has not planned any special
events for conference participants to attend. You may wish to just sit back, relax and enjoy the natural,
peaceful beauty of the resort or coordinate a group activity of your own!

Here are some ideas:

4 GOLF
Swing into a round of golf on the legendary 18-hole course at The Omni Grove Park Inn. The 6,400-yard championship
course has been played by PGA stars Bobby Jones, Ben Hogan and Jack Nicklaus and even President Obama. Feel a
sense of pride and accomplishment after navigating the tree-lined fairways and bent greens with amazing views of
the Blue Ridge Mountains. Elevated tee boxes on the par-70 course provide perfect sight lines for each drive. The SCBA
has negotiated reduced golf rates of $85(+tax) per person for conference participants. Please call 800-438-5800 to
book your tee time(s).

4SPA
Loosen up at The Spa at The Omni Grove Park Inn. Twenty water features, including numerous mineral-based pools,
complement our subterranean spa with cavernous rock walls, arches and tunnels. Enjoy 43,000 square feet of peace
and quiet along with two therapeutic waterfall pools as well as a lap pool blanketed with 6,500 fiber-optic stars and
underwater music. Condé Nast Traveler has rated this one of the top resort spas in North America. Due to overall
demand, it is recommended to make your Spa Treatment reservation(s) as you make your room reservation to ensure
the best selection and times. Please call the Reservations Department at 800-438-5800.

4BILTMORE ESTATE
Experience America’s Largest Home, as magnificent today as it was more than a century ago. Your self-guided house
visit spans three floors and the basement of the luxurious family home of George and Edith Vanderbilt. Explore the
stories of the Vanderbilt family, their guests, and employees through displays of vintage clothing, accessories, art,
furniture and more. You also can enjoy relaxed dining, shopping and wine tasting at Antler Hill Village. Biltmore House
is truly a wonder of architecture and hospitality and is only three miles away from The Omni Grove Park Inn. For
additional information and reservations, call 1-800-411-3812.
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Annual Conference
MARCH 19-21, 2021

T H E O M N I G R O V E PA R K I N N , A S H E V I L L E , N C
Deadline to Register is February 8, 2021
MAIN REGISTRANT ($495)

EVENT FEE SUBTOTAL:

FULL NAME:______________________________________________________ NICK NAME:_________________________________

m PRAYER BREAKFAST ($50)

$

SPOUSE/GUEST ($320)
FULL NAME:______________________________________________________ NICK NAME:_________________________________

m PRAYER BREAKFAST ($50)

$

MAIN REGISTRANT’S
ORGANIZATION:_______________________________________________________________________________________________
MAILING ADDRESS:__________________________________________ CITY/STATE/ZIP:____________________________________
PHONE:_____________________________________________________ EMAIL:___________________________________________

TOTAL:

$

PLEASE LIST ANY FOOD ALLERGIES OR DIETARY RESTRICTIONS
PLEASE LIST ANY SPECIAL NEEDS OR ACCOMODATIONS
HOTEL RESERVATIONS: The SCBA is no longer responsible for making your hotel reservation. After completing this event registration form OR
completing online, you will receive a confirmation email with a web link to make your accommodations with The Omni Grove Park Inn. A
group rate of $209 per night has been negotiated (three days prior and three days post meeting based on availability). Rates do not include state and local taxes, fees and assessments currently, 13% plus $18 resort charge. Reservation requests must be received by The Omni
Grove Park Inn by February 8, 2021. Should the room block become full before February 8, or should the reservation request be made after
February 8, reservations will be accepted on a first come first serve basis, based on availability at the transient rates. It is not uncommon for a
group room block to become full prior to the deadline date; we encourage you to make your reservations as early as possible.
All registrants, attendees and their spouses are required to review and sign the attached COVID-19 Assumption of Risk and Waiver of
Liability form. Registrants will not be allowed to attend the 2021 Young Bankers Conference without a signed form. Please see the
second page of this registration.

METHOD OF PAYMENT

TOTAL: $_____________

m CHECK—PLEASE MAKE PAYABLE TO SCBA

m VISA

m MASTERCARD

m DISCOVER

m AMERICAN EXPRESS

CREDIT CARD #						

EXP. DATE			

V-CODE (LAST 3 DIGITS)

SIGNATURE						

DATE				

BILLING ZIP CODE

NOTE: Images captured at this event may be used to market next year’s event, in the SCBA’s Palmetto Banker magazine and/or on social
media. I consent to the use of images that may contain my likeness for promotional purposes.

HOW TO REGISTER
MAIL TO:
SCBA
P.O. Box 1483
Columbia, SC 29202-1483

FAX TO:
SCBA
803.779.0890

INTERNET:
www.scbankers.org
go to “Education
and Events”

If you have questions, please contact SCBA Senior Vice President Carolyn
Laffitte Bradley at 803.779.0850 or by email at carolynbradley@scbankers.org.
Should you need to cancel, PLEASE CONTACT SCBA at 803.779.0850. SCBA
registration fees will NOT be refunded after 12pm on Friday, March 12, 2021.
The deadline to register is February 8, 2021. Substitutions are allowed.

P.O. Box 1483
Columbia, S.C. 29202-1483
Phone: 803.779.0850
Fax: 803.779.0890

2021 YOUNG BANKERS DIVISION

Annual Conference
ASSUMPTION OF THE RISK AND WAIVER OF LIABILITY RELATING TO COVID-19
COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World Health Organization. COVID-19 is extremely
contagious and is believed to spread mainly from person-to-person contact. The South Carolina Bankers
Association (SCBA) cannot guarantee that you will not become infected with COVID-19. Further, attending SCBA’s
2021 Young Bankers Conference (Event), including your travel to and from the Event, could increase your risk of
contracting COVID-19. By registering for and attending the Event you, and on behalf of any attending family
member, agree:

o

You acknowledge the contagious nature of COVID-19 and voluntarily assume all risk that you may be exposed
to or infected by COVID-19 and that such exposure or infection may result in personal injury, illness, permanent
disability, and death to you or those with whom you come into close contact.

o

You acknowledge and agree to accept sole responsibility for any injury (including, but not limited to, personal
injury, disability, and death), illness, damage, loss, claim, liability, or expense, of any kind, to you or those with
whom you come into close contact. You hereby release, covenant not to sue, discharge, and hold harmless
SCBA, its employees, board of directors, and representatives, of and from any claims, including all liabilities,
claims, actions, damages, costs or expenses of any kind arising out of or relating thereto (Claims).

o

You further understand and agree that this release includes any Claims based on actions, omissions, or
negligence of SCBA, its employees, board of directors, and representatives, whether a COVID-19 infection
occurs before, during, or after participation in the Event.

o

You agree to abide by posted rules, warning or instructions by the SCBA, the venue where the event is held
and any government authority with respect to social distances, adherence to any dress code (including
mandatory face coverings), and sanitation guidelines.

o

You further agree not to attend SCBA’s 2021 Young Bankers Conference if you are diagnosed with or suspect
that you may have been infected by COVID-19, and in the event you become ill or suspect you have been
infected with COVID-19, you agree to immediately discontinue your participation in the Event and alert
SCBA via e-mail or telephone.

If you cannot agree to or accept the foregoing, do not attend the South Carolina Bankers Association’s 2021
Young Bankers Conference. Failure to agree to or abide by any of the foregoing may result in denial of entry or
immediate expulsion from the Event, in SCBA’s sole discretion, in addition any and all remedies which may
be available to SCBA, in equity or at law.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Registrant’s First and Last Name (PRINT)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Registrant’s First and Last Name Signature

________________________
Date

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Registrant Spouse Attendee’s First and Last Name (PRINT)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Registrant Spouse Attendee’s Signature

